
Aida, an Arabic female name meaning "visitor" or "returning", is an opera in four acts by Giuseppe Verdi to 
an Italian libretto by Antonio Ghislanzoni, based on a scenario written by French Egyptologist Auguste 
Mariette. Aida was first performed at the Khedivial Opera House in Cairo on 24 December 1871, 
conducted by Giovanni Bottesini. Isma'il Pasha, Khedive of Egypt, commissioned Verdi to write the opera 
for performance in January 1871, paying him 150,000 francs, but the premiere was delayed because of the 
Franco-Prussian War. Contrary to popular belief, the opera was not written to celebrate the opening of the 
Suez Canal in 1869, nor that of the Khedivial Opera House (which opened with Verdi's Rigoletto) in the 
same year. (Verdi had been asked to compose an ode for the opening of the Canal, but declined on the grounds 
that he did not write "occasional pieces".)

Act II: Scene 2: The grand gate of the city of Thebes

Radames returns victorious and the troops march into the city. The Egyptian king decrees that on this day 
the triumphant Radames may have anything he wishes. The Ethiopian captives are rounded up and Amonasro 
appears among them. Aida immediately rushes to her father, but their true identities are still unknown to the 
Egyptians, save for the fact that they are father and daughter. Amonasro declares that the Ethiopian king (he 
himself) has been slain in battle. Aida, Amonasro and the captured Ethiopians plead with the Egyptian King 
for mercy, but the Egyptians call for their death.
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Grand March
Guiseppe Verdi
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